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MEAT  CONSUMED  PER  PERSON 
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1951  DATA  ARE  TENTATIVE  INDICATIONS 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  46845-XX      BUREAU   OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


More  pork  is  ucmg  consumed  per  person 
this  year  than  last.  Beef  consumption  has  been 
lower  to  date  but  may  about  equal  last  year  in 
the  second  half.  Consumption  of  veal  and  of 
lamb  and  mutton  has  been  smaller  than  last 
year  and  will  likely  remain  smaller. 


Meat  consumption  per  person  was  steady  at 
about  144  pounds  annually  from  1948  to  1950. 
In  the  first  half  of  1951  it  was  a  little  less 
than  that  annual  rate  (corrected  for  seasonal), 
but  in  the  second  half  may  be  a  little  more. 
The  1951  total  may  reach  146  pounds. 
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THE    LIVESTOCK    AND    MEAT  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  June  28,  I95I 

SUMMARY 

Hog  production  is  still  increasing.    The  I95I  spring  pig  crop  was 
63.8  millions,  7  percent  more  than  last  year,  and  a  195I  fall  pig  crop  of 
k2  millions,  up  3  percent  from  last  year,  was  indicated  by  farmers*  intentions 
on  June  1,    A  1951  total  crop  of  nearly  106  million  pigs  would  be  5  percent 
larger  than  the  I95O  crop  of  100. 5  million  and  the  second  largest  crop  on 
record.    The  annual  pig  crop  has  increased  each  year  since  19^6,  when  83  mil- 
lion pigs  were  saved. 

Abundant  feed  supplies,  coupled  with  strong  demand  for  meat,  is  largely 
responsible  for  the  uptrend  in  hog  production.    Although  feed  supplies  are 
still  large,  this  year  for  the  first  time  in  thr^e  years  more  corn  is  being 
used  than  was  produced,  and  the  carry-over  reserve  is  being  reduced.  The 
price  of  corn  is  higher  than  in  sevei^l  years,  and  the  hog-corn  price  ratio 
this  spring  has  been  lower  than  in  either  last  year  or  two  years  ago  though 
still  above  average.    This  gradual  tightening  of  the  feed  supply  and  re- 
duction of  the  hog- corn  price  ratio  largely  accounts  for  the  rather  small 
gain  of  3  percent  farmers  plan  for  the  fall  pig  crop. 

Pork  production  in  Januar-y-June  was  about  9  percent  above  the  same 
period  last  year,    A  5  to  10  percent  larger  production  is  expected  this 
summer  than  last,  and  a  similar  increase  over  a  year  esurlier  may  continue 
when  hog  marketings  begin  this  fall  from  the  spring  pig  crop.    Not  until 
March  of  next  year,  when  pork  production  will  be  governed  by  the  size  of  the 
1951  fall  crop,  will  the  increase  be  less. 

Beef  production  in  the  first  iialf  of  1951  was  around  6  percent  less 
than  the  previous  year,  but  in  the  second  half  it  is  expected  to  rise  above 
a  year  earlier.    A  continued  gain  is  likely  next  year. 

Cattle  marketings  increased  in  the  latter  ipart  of  June  after  dipping 
to  a  low  in  the  week  ending  June. 9.    Marketings  may  continue  somewhat  variable 
in  weeks  and  months  ahead.    They  are  expected  to  be  larger  in  July  than  in 
June. 

Cattle  prices  declined  somewhat  in  June.    Prices  at  Chicago  in  late 
June  for  the  top  grades  were  considerably  below  the  May  average,  but  for  the 
lower  grades  were  close  to  the  average  for  May, 

Hog  prices  advanced  seasonally  in  June,  and  a  further  rise  is  likely. 
However,  the  total  seasonal  increase  will  probably  be  less  than  usual  because 
of  the  ceiling  prices  onppork. 

In  a  1-month  extension  of  the  Defense  Production  Act  of  I95O,  authority 
was  given  for  continuing  in  July  the  price  and  slaughter  controls  on  livestock 
and  meat  that  were  in  effect  the  last  of  June, 
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Table  1.-  Nuaber  of  sows  farpowing,  pigs  saved  ani  pigs  saved  per  litter,  spriHg  and  fall 
pig  crops,  Uioited  States  and  by  regions,  average  1937-^1,  annual  19^3-51 

S'RIl.'S  PIG  CECP 


Year 

1^0  rth 

I'orth  Central 

:  South 

South 

TTestem  ; 

United 

Atlantic 

jSast          \  .I'est 

Atlaritic 

Central  : 

States 

Tliousands 

Thousands  Thoui'ir.ds 

Thousands 

Jhoueands 

sands 

Thousands 

1337-iJl  av. 

i^l-i 
iqUif 

1945 

l}^6 

19^7 

1=50 
i?5i  1/ 


1937-'+!  av. 

19I45 
1940 
1347 
1946 
1949 
1350 
1951  1/ 


1937-41  av. 

I'J't"^ 

13^ 

194^ 

1945 

■  -^7 

19-- 

15^ 

1950 

1951  1/ 


1937-^1  av. 

1543 
19^44 
194s 
1946 

10-^ 
19^ 
IX'^  , 
I'-Jjl  2/ 


l9^7-'!l 
194^ 

i>-; 
1349 
i'-:x 
19^1 2/ 


1937-41  cv. 

19U5 

1-0 

1?U7 

l-^i+g 
13. 


Sows  farrowing 


140 

ao 
198 
15U 

14U 


161 

140 
147 


1,304 
1,316 
1,000 

9S4 
1,019 

9S5 
1,092 

904 

9S7 


itoaber 

6.32 
6.21 
6.83 

6.52 
6.79 
6.49 
6.63 
6.80 
6.46 

e.ik 


Thousands" 

127 
220 

120 

125 

122 
124 


344 
1.^ 
909 

919 
2DS 
?22 
864 
827 


"umber 


6.63 
6.56 

l:g 

6.75 
6.  So 
6.90 
6.20 

6.39 


2,01b 
2.94J 
2,4lD 
2.1^ 
2,169 

2.313 
2  --13 
2,  .-2 
2,532 
2,647 


3.^7 
5.997 
4.301 
U.iii 

iM 

3.761 
M95 
4,054 

4,923 


530 
218 
772 
620 

639 
670 

653 
o2S 
717 
7o5  ^ 
Pigs  saved 


1.069 
1,086 
1,227 
1,024 
1,027 
1,003 
1,019 
1.125 
1.135 
1,125 


12,961 
18. 252 

15.193 

14, 170 

l}+,559 
14,278 
i4,0d6 
16.034 
16,357 
17.386 


21,472 

36,899 

25,56s 
25.756 
25,324 
26,031 
24,348 
23,340 
29  465 

Jli22i 


ifcunber 

0.45 
6.19 
6.29 
6.66 
6.71 
6.17 
6.66 
6.65 
0.34 
S-5T 


s  savea  ">ei 


TiFii 


6,157 
9,907 
7,162 
6,003 
6,130 
5.992 

5,a2 
6,996 

7,058 
7r036 


1,9^ 
3,1^ 

■  53 


1,616 

1!^ 
1,7^ 
1,539 
1.^ 


&.30 
0.15 
5.94 
5.27 
6.53 
6.10 

6.47 
b.45 
6. 


Lumber 

5.82 

5.77 
5. 81 
5.87 
5.91 
5.90 
o.OS 

6.13 
6.25 
6.2!4 


number 

5.76 
5.8G 
5.84 
5.S6 
5.97 
5.97 
6,10 
6.22 
6.22 
0.25 


6.21+ 

6.09 

6.12 
6.22 

6."^5 
6.27 
6.24 

6.39 
6.27 
6.39 


FALL  PIC-  caop 


Thou?ands~ 

1,1+71 
2,247 

1,530 
1,705 

1,500 
1,631 
1,849  ■ 
2,015 
2.032 


Thousand^ 

1,430 
2,463  " 
1.544 
1.848 
1.446 

1.531+ 
1,704 
.1.968 
2.232 
2.411 


SoTj  s  farrovAng 
Thousands 


507 
7(1 
552 
558 

589 
598 

609 

648 
Pi^u.  saved 


i.Ssi 
976 

883 
908 

923 
9a 
987 

957 


'ufcusancls" 
254 

lao 
201 
200 
160 

182 

200 
201 

177 

202 


9.756 
14,489 
10,lo4 
11,224 
10,194 
10,25s 
11,066 
12,250 
13.597 


9,400 
15,^9 

9,7S2  , 
11,761 

9.571+ 

9.7«) 

11,280 
12,871 
15,008 


3.051 

^•,696 
3.276 
3.i«i 
3.537 
3,608 

3.591 
5,75§ 


5,769 
S,917 
5.500 
0,007 
5.3S2 
5,608 
5,3^4 
6,242 
0,268 


1,608 
2,568 
1,271+ 

953 
1,169 

1,280 

1,313 

1,142 


irbei 


Pigs  saved  per  litter 
I'umber  Kunber 


rber 


6.63 
6.45 
6.62 
6.?8 
6.73 
6.55 
6.78 
6.62 
6.75 


6.34 
6.PS 
6.35 
6.30 
6.02 
6.56 
6.o2 
6.54 
6.72 


6.02 

6.09 

5.94 

6.10 
6.11 
0.13 
6.25 
5.22 
6.TO 


5.99 
8.13 

6.02 

6.15 
6.10 
6.2U 


6.1 


I?ucber 

6.^1 
6.26 

,23 
,45 
,42 

.Us 


7,531+ 
12.174 

9,246 
1,29s 
s,i09 

3,652 

7.964 
9.05H. 
9.473 
?.g73 


46.SD1 

74,223 
55.754 
52.189 
52..>92 
52,80? 

51,266 

58.426 

59,801 

63,218 


limber ' 
6.22 

6  10 
6.03 
6.29 


6.10 
6.44 
6.45 

I'.i 


Thousands 

4.  SD2 

7. 565 

4,832 

5.426 

I+.713 

4,907  . 

5,153  ■ 

5.726 

0,117 

i3.37i' 


30.423 

47,nS4 

30,905 

3-, 593 
30.548 

31.31+5 

7,2o2 

,  .657 
42,000 


6.33 
6.29 

6.33 
6.38 
6.48 
6.39 
6.5s 
6.51 
6.65 
o.oO 


1/  Preliinir.ary. 

2/  '"  aaber  indicated  to  farrow  from  breeding  intentions  as  of  June  1,  1951;  £-vere.^  number  of  pigs  per  litter  adjusted  for  trend 
ux"!  to  calculate  indicated  number  of  pigs  saved. 
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EEVIEW  AKD  OUTLOOK 


Spring  Pig  Crot)  Up  7  Percent  « 

The  1951  spring  pig  crop  uas  63.6  million  head,  7  percent  larger 
than  the  1950  crop.    It  ;vas  the  largest  spring  crop  for  a  peacetime  year 
and  second  only  to 'the  v;artime  1943  crop*    Four -percent  more  sows  farrowed 
than-  in  1950,  and  the  a^verage  size  of  litter  increased ' from  6»31  pigs  last 
year  to  6.46  pigs  this  year,    Weather -in  the  Corn  Belt  at  the  time  of  peak 
farrov/ings  ^^^s  a  little  more  favorable  this  year  than  last* 

The  spring  crop  v/as  about  the  same  as  had  been  indicated  by  farmers* 
intentions  last  December, 

Farrowings  werig  early  again  this  year.    A  larger  percentage  of  the 
spring  litters  came  in  December,  January,-  and  February  this  year  than  last. 
The  percentage  in  March  v;as  dovm  from  a  year  earlier,  and  the  total  of 
50»2  percent  for  the  4  months    December  through  March    was  about 'the  same 
as  a  year  earlier  but  above  the  prewar  average  of  46,3  percent  for  those 
months, 

Pall  Pig;  Crov  Promises  to  be 

'  2.  jPercent  Above  Last  Fall  •  ■ 

Farmers  intentions  on  June  1  were  for  4  percent  more  sov/s'to  farrow 
this-  fall 'than  last.  At  an  average  size  of  litter  adjusted  for  trend,  the 
fall  crop  v;ould  be  42,0  million,  3  percent  more  than  last  fall. 

This  is  the  fifth  successive  j^ear  of  increase  in  hog  production. 
The  1951  total  pig  crop  of  105,8  million  now  in  prospect  is  almost  23  mil- 
lion head  of  28  percent  larger  than  the  1946  crop.    The  biggest  jtunp  in 
the  annual  crop  was  the  12  percent  increase  which  followed  the  all-time 
record  1948  corn  crop  of  3,682  million  bushels. 

There  are  signs  that  hog  production  v/ill  soon  level  off.    More  than 
a  third  of  the  increase  in  the  1951  spring  pig  crop  resulted  from  larger 
litters,    lumbers  of  sov;s  farrowing  in  both  1951  crops  combined  may  be  up 
4  percent  from  last  year.  Thie  increase  is  less  tlian  the  6  percent  in  1950 
and  13  percent  in  1949,    Moreover, .the  3  percent  gain  in  prospect  for  the 
1951  fall  pig  crop  is  much  smaller  than  the  9  percent  gain  last  fall» 

Abundant  Feed  gup-plies  Big 

Factor  in  Rising  Ho^  Production 

Following  hexvest  of  the  1948  crops  feed  supplies  v/ere  abundant  for 
the  livestock  on  fcarms.    Demand  for  meat  and-  other  livestock  products  was 
strong.    The  hog-corn  price  ratio  was  favorable  for  hog  production, 

'The  com  crops  of  1949  and  1950,  though  very  large,  were  smaller 
than  the  1948  crop,    Mean^Arhile  livestock  production  has  increased  and  live- 
stock numbers  are  no\^r  more  nearly  in  line  with  the  feed  supply.    In  fact, 
the  use  of  corn  in  the  1950-51  feeding  year  is  estima.ted  at  about  3,3  mil- 
lion bushels,  200  million  bushels  more  than  v/ere  produced  in  1950»    As  a 
result  the  carry-over  vjill  be  lowered  from  the  860  million  bushels  last 
October  to  about  650  to  700  million  bushels  next  October* 
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Table  2t-  HumlDer  of  sov/s  farrov/ing  and  percentage  distribution  by 
monthSf  spring  season»  United  Statest  average  1937-41  and  annual  1947-51 


Number  of  sows  farrov/ing 


i-iar. 


Apr< 


I 

May     :  Total 


Thous^        ThonSi      Thous  t 


Thous. 


Thous t      Thous,  Thous. 


1937-41  av. 

1  290, 

409 

791 

1,999 

2,605 

i;440 

7,534 

1947         :  201 

393 

914 

2,475 

3,063 

1,506 

8,652 

1948 

!  263 

367 

762 

2,150 

2,874 

1,548 

7,964 

,  oUo 

467 

988 

2,623 

3,090 

1,583 

9,054 

1950 

I  272 

451 

1,139 

2,884 

3,151 

1,576 

9,473 

1951  ; 

315 

525 

1,292 

2,822 

3,164 

1,755 

9,873 

Percentage  of  to 

tal  sows 

farrowing: 

,  Percent 

Percent 

Percent  Percent 

Percent  Percent 

Percent 

1937-41  av. 

!  3,9 

5.4 

10.5 

26,5 

34.6 

19,1 

100.0 

1947  1 

3,5 

4,5 

10.6 

28,6 

35.4 

17,4 

100.0 

1948 

S  3.3 

4.6 

9.6 

27,0 

36.1 

19.4 

100,0 

1949  \ 

3,3 

5.2 

10.9 

29.0 

34.1 

17,5 

100,0 

1950 

1  2.9 

4.8 

12,0 

30.4 

33,3 

16.6 

100,0 

1951 

I  3.2 

5.3 

13.1 

28,6 

32.0 

17,8 

100,0 

1/  December  of  preceding  year. 

Prices  of  corn  have  increased  substantially  since  a  year  ago,  The 
average  price  received  by  farmers  in  mid- May  this  year  was  $1.64  per  bushel, 
30  cents  or  22  percent  more  than  in  Hay  1950.    Hog  prices  also  are  higher 
than  last  year,  but  by  a  smaller  percentageo    The  $20.40  per  100  pounds 
received  by  farmers  in  mid-May  was  $2.10  or  11  percent  above  a  year  before. 
The  hog-corn  rc?.tio  in  May  thus  ^'as  dov/n  to  12,4,  still  above  the  longirun 
average  but  less  than  the  13,7  in  May  last  year  and  14.7  in  May  1949, 

1951  Peed  G-rain  Cro-os  Imrortant 

to  Future  Hg£  Production  «. 

Production  of  hogs  as  v/ell  as  other  grain- consuming  livestock  can 
continue  at  its  present  high  level  or  eiq^and  further  only  if  feed  crops 
are  largce    ^his  is  true  despite  the  sizable  carry-rvers  of  corn  and  other 
feed  grains  that  will  remain  on  hand  this  fall.    In  order  to  encourage 
feed  {;rain  production,  an  acreage  guide  of  90  million  acres  of  corn  v/as 
announced  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  this  spring.    The  first  report 
on  the  acreage  and  condition  of  the  crop  v/ill  be  made  July  10. 

A  big  corn  crop  in  1951  might  result  in  a  larger  fall  pig  crop  than 
now  e:<pected,  and  v/ould  be  favorable  for  a  larger  195''  spring  crop,  A 
small  1951  corn  crop  v/ould  have  opposite  effects, 

Ho^  Slaughter  to  Qontinufi 
Above  Last  Year 

Hog  slaughter  in  June  v/as  seasonally  smaller  than  in  May  but  sub- 
flub-tetatMaliy  larger  than  in  June  last  y^ar.    Preliminary  weekly  data  for 
J\ine  inspected  slaughter  indicate  an  increa^^e  of  around  10  percent  over 
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June  I960*    June  hog  slaughter  included  sutstantially  more  barrov/s  and 
gilts  than  were  slaughtered  in  June  last  year  "but  probably  fewer  sows* 
(Dh©  seasonal  increase  in  soy  marketings  has  been  slov/er  this  summer  than 
in  either  of  the  last  tv;Oo    Receipts  of  sov)s  at  7  markets  in  the  three 
weeks  ending  June  23  were  13  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier* 

Greater  numbers  of  sows  and  of  barrows  and  gilts  are  likely  to  be 
slaughtered  this  summer  than  last  and  pork  production  may  be  5  to  10  per- 
cent larger*    In  addition,  cold  storage  holdings  of  pork  are  up  from  last 
year— an  June'l  they  were  120  million  pounds  or  24  percent  larger*  The 
quantity  of  pork  in  cold  storage  is  usually  reduced  greatly  during  the 
summert    With  more  pork  both  from  current  production  and  from  storagei 
supplies  of  pork  will  continue  considerably  larger  this  summer  than  a 
year  ago* 

Pork  supplies  next  fall  will  again  show  a  considerable  gain  over 
last  year*    !Ehey  will  increase  seasonally  starting  in  September!  when 
marketings  begin  from  the  1951  spring  pig  crop.    Pork  production  during 
the  fall  and  winter  season  will  be  up  about  in  proportion  to  the  7  per- 
cent increase  in  the  spring  pig  crop. 

If  the  1951  fall  pig  crop  turns  out  as  now  indicated,  pork  produc- 
tion during  the  marketing  season  for  that  crop  in  the  spring  and  summer 
of  1952  will  be  only  moderately  larger  than  in  those  seasons  this  year* 

Hog  Prices  Rise 
Seasonally  in  June 

Prices  of  barrov/s  and  gilts  at  7  markets  at  the  end  of  June  were 
about  $1»00'  per  100  pounds  higher  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,.  • 
A  further  rise  in  hog  prices  is  likely.    The  total  seasonal  ^Increase  may 
nevertheless  be  a  little  less  thah  usual s  because  it  will  be  limited,  by 
the  price  ceiling  on  pork*    Retail  and  v/holesale  ceilings  on  pork  were 
imposed  last  January  27,    They  are  the  highest  prices  charged  by  each 
dealer  for  volume  sales  during  the  December  19- January  26  base  period. 

Prices  of  hogs  have  not  been  put  under  control* 

■Cattle  Slaughter  Di-pst 
Then  Rises  in  June; 
l^rices  Decline  Moderately 

Cattle  slaughter  fell  off  sharply  the  week  ending  June  9,  the  first 
week  in  the  acco\inting  period  for  compliance  by  packers  v/ith  the  overall 
cattle  price  ceiling.    Slaughter  increased  later  in  the  month  but  con- 
tinued below  la&t  year,  (Table  3,) 

Price  changes  under  the  new  ceiling  limitations  were  moderate* 
Prices  of  Prime  steers  at  Chicago  in  late  June  were  $1*50  per  100  pounds 
bolow  their  May  average,  but  declines  for  lov/er  grades  were  generally 
leas*     However,  prices  for  all  kinds  of  cattle  in  June  were  belov/  their 
highest  points  reached  in  late  winter  or  early  spring. 
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Prices  of  cattle  are  controlled  indirectly  through  a  limit  on  the 
total  cost  packers  may  pay  for  all  their  purchases  v/ithin  an  accounting 
periad.    The  maximum  cost  for  each  packer  is  computed  "by  applying  whole- 
sale ceiling  prices  to  his  carcasses  as  they  actually  grade^  weigh,  and 
dress  out» 

Cattle  prices  at  Chicago  under  the  ceiling  limitations  were  gome- 
v/hat  higher  than  the  representative  ceiling-equivalent  prices  computed  "by 
the  Office  of  Price  StaMlization,    Choice  steers  and  heifersi  for  instance, 
averaged  atout  $35e50  per  100  pounds  at  Chicago  in  Juncj  compared  v;i,th  the 
$34.20  ceiling-equivalent  price  derived  from  an  assumed  dreeelng  yield  of 
59  percent.    (Table  4*) 

The  estimated  ceiling-equivalent  prices  v;ere  derived  from  whole- 
sale ceilings  on  heef  "by  use  of  assumed  average  dressing  percenta^res. 
Insofar  as  cattle  of  each  grade  dress  out  on  the  average  to  a  higher  per- 
centage than  v;as  assumed  by  OPS»  prices  higher  than  the  estimates  are 
permitted. 

Moreover,  the  freight  allowance  in  the  ceiling  pricing  formulae 
v;ill  sometimes  permit  relatively  high  prices  for  cattle  slaughter  in 
regions  outside  the  Western  Corn  Belt,    In  the  v/holesale  ceiling  price 
on  carcass  "beef  there  isj  for  most  regions,  an  allowance  for  the  freight 
rate  from  Omaha  plus  15  percent  (in  the  'Jest,  from  Denver),    As  converted 
to  the  live  cattle  pricej  this  freight  differential  is  somewhat  more  than 
the  price  difference  that  usually  prevails* 

Table  3    *-  Cattle  slaughter  and  market  prices,  by  v;eeks,  April- June  1951 

;  !  Price  of  cattle  for  slaughter,  :Price  of  Good 

*  Number  cat  tl o '» — Chicago  a  per  100  pounds  }  and  Cho  i  ce 

Week      ;  slaiightGred  '      Heifers,  ?  Ccwj  ;  stocker  and 

ended    tunder  Federal'  Steers,  !       Choice  :  :  i  feeder  steers 

•  inspection  sChoice  1  / :  600-800  j Commercial '.Utility  :at  Kansas  City, 
I  !   pounds      ;  I  ;r)er  100  pounds 

I  1,000 


:  head 
I 

Doll.-sTs 

Dollp.r  s 

Dollars 

Dollprs 

Dollars 

April 
April 
April 
April 

7  ! 

14 
21  ; 
28  s 

211 

\  212 
217 

i  221 

36.27 
36,81 
36<,96 
37.52 

35,18 
35  c  90 
35,95 
36,50 

28,28 
28,78 
29.10 
29.12 

26.00 

26. la 
26.58 
26.55 

37.25 
37.85 

38.00 
38.25 

May 

May 
May 

5 
12  1 
19  , 
26  1 

\  232 
205 
\  232 
!  218 

36,57 

36,60 
36,24 
36,79 

35,18 
35,55 
35,58 
35<,92 

28,18 
28.12 
28.95 
29.62 

25.58 
25,28 
25.65 
26,42 

36,20 
36,.00 
35.75 
36,12 

June 
June 
June 
June 
June 

2  ! 

9  1 
16 
23 
30 

t  202 
1  155 
5  155 
I  188 

f  188 

36^74 
35,76 
35.96 
35,44 
35,57 

35o88 
35,25 
35,25 
34,68 
34,58 

29.69 
29,10 
29,30 
29*32 
28.58 

26.50 
25.48 

25 » 55 
25.08 
24.42 

36,31 
36,02 
36,00 
35.50 
35#50 

1/  Corn  Belt  steers  sold  out  of  first  liandc* 
Compiled  from  Market  I-Tev;s t  Livestock  Branch,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration* 
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Table  4.-  Approximate  live-cattle  equivalent  at  Chicago  of  ceiling  prices 
on  carcass  beef  at  wholesale  announced  for  June  and  August  l/ 


Month  of 

announced 

coiling 

;       Ceiling-equivalent  price  per  100  pounds,  by  grade 

i               i        .      I         J      In,          ^  1  s  TT^jn^t^    iCanner  and 
,    Prime    ,  Choice  ,    Good      .  Commercial  ,  Utility  .  Cutter 

JUii9-Jtily  ^ 
AuguetrSeptember  J 
October  and  later; 

;  Dollars    Dollars     Dollars       Dollars        Dollars  Dollars 
:      37.00       34.20        31.50          27.30           21.80     .  19.50 

:     35.50       32.70        30.00          26.00           21.60  I9.5O 

:     Reduction  reported  as  average  of.  k  l/2  percent.    No  price 
data  announced. 

1/  Average  for  steers,  heifers,  cows  and  stags  as  derived  from  announced  Chicago 
wholesale  ceiling  prices  at  the  following  dressing  yields  for  the  6  grades  .start- 
ing with  Prime:  62,  59,  56,  .53,  ^7,  ^3. 

This  table  corrects  two  errors  in  Table  1  of  this  Situation  for  May  1951 


It  is  of  course  possible  tliat  in  paying  the  relatively  "high  prices 
In  June  some  slaughterers  exceeded  their  cost  limits.   ' 

Cattle  Slaughter  to  be  Larger  in  July^ 
Legislation  still  an  Influence 

Price  control  regulations  and  legislative  developments  will  continue 
to  influence  cattle  marketings  and  slaughter.    The  Defense  Production  Act 
of  1950,  the  authority  for  controls,,  was  extended  on  June  30  for  the  month 
ending  July  3I.    The  temporary  measure  does  not  affect  the  statue  of  the 
rollbacks  in  prices  of  beef  and  cattle  scheduled  for  August  1  and  October  1. 
The  rollbacks  can  be  carried  out  only  if  authorized  by  new  legislation. 


Cattle  slaughter  in  July  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  in  June,  It 
will  Include  some  cattle  that  were  held  off  the  market  during  the  weeks  of 
very  small  slaughter  in  early  June. 

Cattle  Slaughter  in  Second  Half  * 
of  1951  Likely  to  Exceed  Year  Earlier 

•  It  is  likely  that  more  cattle  will  be  slaughtered  in  the  second  half 
of  1951  than  in  the  same  period  of  1950.    However,  there  is  considerable 
uncertainty  as  to  the  most  probable  total  size  of  second-half  slaughter.  The 
rate  of    slaughter  to  date  this  year  indicates  that  a  very  great  number  of 
cattle  are  being  withheld  for  a  further  increase  in  herds.    It  is  possible 
that  cattle  slaughter  will  not  show  as  much  increase  in  the  latter  part  of 
1951  as  seemed  likely  earlier  in  the  year,  and  that  a  very  substantial 
number  of  cattle  will  be  added  to  inventories  next  January  1,  . 
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If  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  should  "be  no 
larger  than  a  year  "before,  inventories  could  rise  "by  as  many  as  6  l/2  to  7  mil- 
lion  head.    With  as  many  as  1  million  more  slaughtered,  inventories  could  go 
up  5  1/2  to  6  million.    In  1950,  cattle  inventories  were  increased  h  million 
head. 

It  appears  that  most  of  the  reduction  in  cattle  slaughter  this  spring 
comparod  with  last  represents  more  young  cattle  retained  on  range  and  pasture. 
Marketings  of  fed  cattle  from  the  heart  of  the  feeding  region  have  "been  fairly 
large.    In  both  May  and  June,  salable  receipts  of  cattle  were  a  higher  per- 
centage of  the  previous  year  at  Chicago,  Omaha  and  Sioux  City  than  at  any 
other  of  the  principal  markets.    Marketings  were  particularly  low  at  Fort  Wortl 
Oklahoma  City,Kansas  City,  and  St.  Louis.    Data  for  Federally  inspected  plants 
show  that  cow  slaughter  this  year  has  nearly  equaled  last  year.    Hence,  most 
of  the  increase  in  cattle  withheld  to  date  compared  with  last  year  are  probablj 
heifers  kept  for  breeding  and  both  calves  and  yearling  steers  kept  for  growth 
on  forage  before  sale  for  slaughter  or  gi'ain  feeding. 

More  Cattle  on  Pastures  in 
Blue  Stem  and  Flint  Hills 

The  Blue  Stem  -  Osage  Pastures  of  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  account  for  some 
of  the  extra  cattle  on  pasture  this  year.    Those  regions  received  about  10  per- 
cent more  cattle  and  calves  during  the  1951  spring  season  than  in  the  spring 
of  1950.    Also,  7  percent  more  cattle  wintered  over  than  a  year  earlier. . 
Cattle  have  made  good  gains  there  after  a  delayed  start. 

The  large  receipts  of  cattle  and  calves  resulted  from  a  strong  demand 
for  pastures  from  the  dry  areas  of  the  Southwest.    The  cattle  coming  in  con- 
sisted of  a  smaller  proportion  of  aged  steers  than  in  past  years,  with  a 
larger  proportion  of  cows  and  calves  and  young  cattle. 

Present  indications  are  that  the  marketings  of  pasture  cattle  will  be 
later  than  usual.    The  peak  movement  is  usually  in  August. 

Extension  of  Defense  Act 
Permits  Few  New  Ceilings, 
no  Rollbacks,  during  July 

The  extension  of  the  Defense  Production  Act  of  I95O  continued  for  July 
the  authority  for  all  price  and  slaughter  controls  that  were  in  effect  the  last 
of  June.    No  rollbacks  of  existing  ceilings  and  no  new  ceilings  are  permitted, 
with  the  exception  of  ceilings  on  products  made  from  agricultural  commodities 
that  become  newly  eligible  for  ceilings  because  their  prices  rose  from  below 
parity  to  above  parity 

Slaughter  Quotas  Announced 
for  July 

Slaughter  quotas  for  July  were  set  by  OPS  at  90  percent  of  the  July 
1950  slaughter  for  cattle,  85  percent  for  calves,  85  percent  for  sheep  and 
lambs,  and  IO5  percent  for  hogs.    Federally  inspected  slaughterers  are  allowed 
as  much  as  an  additional  I5  percent  quota  on  cattle  and  hogs  if  necessary  in 
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orddr  to  fill  military  contracts  for  beef  and  porkc    The  additional  allowance 
can  be  used  to  the    extent  that  the  quantity  of  meat  contracted  for  deli¥ery 
to  the  military  services  this  year  exceeds  the  quantity  delivered  in  the 
same  period  last  year#  •  - 

Up  to  5  percent  of  slaughter  quotas  that  are  unused  by  a  slaughterer 
in  one  month  may  be  carried  over  by  him  to  the  next  month,  but  no  longer o 


Table  5.-  Slaughter  of  meat  animals  under  Federal  inspection  by  regions,  and 
receipts  at  12'  major  markets,  May  1951  as  percentage  of  May  1950 


Sheep 


Region  in  market  : 

Cattle 

:       Calves  : 

and  : 

Hogs 

•  • 

•  • 

lambs  : 

Percent 

Percent 

« 

Percent 

Percent 

Slaughter  under  Federal  Inspection 

NSirth  Atlantic  ; 

92 

82 

97 

111 

South  Atlantic  : 

80 

87 

113 

East  North  Central: 

87 

95 

52 

115 

West  North  Central: 

94 

81 

62 

115  ■ 

South  Central  : 

80 

70 

51 

109 

Mountain  : 

95 

50 

67 

107- 

Pacific  ; 

101 

61 

Bk 

m 

United  States  : 

92 

83 

70 

114 

Salable  market  receipts 

Chicago  ; 

!  93 

81 

57 

109 

Cincinnati  ; 

!  73 

82 

.63 

104 

Denver 

90 

71 

30 

92 

Fort  Worth         .  , 

:  61 

61 

31 

85 

Indianapolis  ; 

:  75 

65 

100 

105 

Kansas  Citv 

:  79 

42 

53 

112 

Oklahoma  City 

53 

50 

104 

•  102 

Omaha 

105 

46 

45 

131 

Stc  Joseph 

:  92 

56 

124 

St*  Louis  uSif 

:  .83 

82.- 

28 

-  Ill 

Sioux  City 

1  96 

73 

72 

114- 

S,  St,.  Paul    ....  ■ 

22 

-     109 . 

118 

Total 

:     .  .  89 

...  80 

'  40  •  ^ 

-  113 
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In  a  release  of, May  24,  the  OPS  explained  that  slaughter  quotas  are 
set  so  as  to  "distribute  livestock  coming  to  market  equitably  among  re«^ 

gistered  slaughterers".  "  they  do  not  limit  • —  the  total  quantity  of 

livestock  that  may  be  marketed   The  agency  pointed  out. that  it  would 

raise  quotas  during  a  month  if  market  supplies  should  be  sufficiently  large. 
It  would  do  so  if  necessary  in  areas  of  particularly  heavy  m.arketings.  - 1 

Slaughter  quotas  are  intended  to  distribute  meat  through  customary 
channels  in  a  normal  proportion  to  total  supplies.  They  also 'are  intended 
to  have  a  price- stabilization  effect,  inasmuch  as  restrictions  on  -numbers 
to  be  slaughtered  serve  to  reduce  upward  pressure  'on  ]^rices. 

Much  Regional -  Difference 

^  I "  ^ '  Li1re stock .  Mafcke tings  '.and 

Sratight§ii_Oompared' with  year  Ago  .  . 

Both  marketings  and  slaughter  of  meat  animals  have  been  relatively 
larger  compared  with  a  year  earlier  in  some  regions  than  others..  Slaughter 
by  regions  -has  varied  less  from  last  year  than  has  marketings,  yet  cattle 
slaughter  in  May  was  as  much  as  101  percent  of  May  1950  in  the  Pacific 
region  and  as  little  as  80  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Sotth  Central 
regions.  (Table  5)    Sigh  percentages  are  possible  in  instances  under  the 
slaughter  control  program,  because  of  allowancas  for  military  contracts  and 
carryovers  of  unused  quotas. 

At  the  least,  variations  in  regional  supply  of  livestock  compared 
with  earlier  patterns  are  a  handicap  to  equitable  distribution  of  meat. 

Meat  Consumption  Per  Person 

in  First  Half  of  1951  Below  Last  Year 

Less  meat  was  consumed  per  person  in  the  first  half  of  1951  than 
in  the  same  period  of  1950.    In  the  first  quarter,  the  reduction  was  1.4 
pounds  or  about  U  percent.    It  was  distributed  among  beef,  veal,  and  lamb. 
Pork  consumption  per  person  was  the  same  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year 
as  last.  (Table  6.) 

Meat  consumption  per  person  in  the  second  quarter  this  year  was 
probably  close  to  that  of  a  year  earlier.    Pork  consumption  per  person  in 
the  second  quarter  was  larger  than  last  year.    However,  less  beef,  veal, 
and  lamb  was  consum.ed  than  last  year.    Beef  consumption  was  less  than  had 
been  expected  because  the  announcem.ent s  on  price  controls  resulted  in  de- 
laying some  marketings  of  cattle  until  the  third  quarter. 

Table  6.-  Meat  consumption  per  person  by  quarter  year,  1950  and  1951 


Quarter  ' 

Beef 

;  Veal 

• 
• 

Lamb  and  : 

Pork 

mutton  : 

exl.  lard 

.  1950  'i-  1951 

:  1950  : 

1951  : 

1950  :195r: 

1950  :1951 

;  Lb*<»  :  Lbo 

.  Lb-.- 

Lb.  ■ 

Lb.       •  Lb. ■ 

Lb.  Lb. 

^an.-Mar, 

:  15.6  14.6 

1.9 

1.6 

1.0  0.9 

18.5  18.5 

Apr. -June  ! 

!  15.7   

1.9 

1.0   

16.6  — 

July-Sept, 

:  15.9   

2ol 

1.0   

15.0  

Oct .-Dec. 

:  15. — 

2.0 

loO 

18.7  

Year 

I  63.0   

7.9 

4.0   

68.8   

All  meat 


Lb.  Lb. 

37.0  35.6 

35.2  

34.0  — 

37.5  — 
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JUNE  1951  -  14  - 

Total  production  of  meat  was  soir.ev^at  larger  in  the  first  ha3-f  of 
1951  than  last  year.    Imports  of  meat — "which  are  mainly  beef — also  were 
larger.    However,  military  takings  were  substantially  greater  than  a 
year  earlier.    This  together  with  the  increase  in  civilian  population 
resulted  in  a  lower  average  consuir.ption  per  person. 


I 


Consumption  Per  Person  in  Second 
Half  Likely  to  Exceed  Last  Year 

 .  .  ^ 

More  meat  per  person  will  probably  be  consum.ed  in  the  second  half 
of  1951  than  in  1950.    Pork  supplies  will  be  substantially  larger  and 
the  most  likely  prospect  is  for  larger  beef  supplies  also. 

I 

The  trend  toward  increasing  cattle  herds  is  cutting  down  calf 
slaughter  this  year.    Veal  supplies  per  person  will  likely  remain  below  1950. 

Inventory  numbers  of  sheep  and  lamb  also  are  apparently  being  increased 
this  year.    Consequently,  the  supply  of  lamb  per  person  will  continue  smaller 
than  in  1950.    Consumption  of  laicb,  already  a  record  low  of  4.0  pounds  per 
person  in  1950,  m-ay  drop  to  3.5  pounds  in  1951. 

Posting  Not  Required  on  Beef  Prices  in 
Non-Kosher  Retail  Stores  Until  August  1 

Official  OPS  lists  for  ceiling  prices  on  beef  at  Kosher  retail  stores 
were  required  to  be  posted  by  June  11,  but  lists  for  all  other  stores, pre- 
viously due  in  July,  are  now  not  called  for  until  August  1.    Delays  in  printing 
cards  caused  postponem.ent  of  the  original  order  for . other . than.  Kosher  stores. 

Nevertheless,  labeling  of  beef  in  trays  is  required.    In  order  to 
prevent  substitution  of  lower  grade  meat,  identical  beef  cuts  having  different 
ceiling  prices  because  of  difference  in  grade  ?jre  required  to  be  kept  in 
separate  trays  and  the  ceiling  price  for  each  display  must  be  separately 
indicated, 

Dollars-and-Cents  Ceilings  for  Veal, 
Pork,  Lamb,  and  Sausage  Being  Drafted 

The  OPS  announced  in  early  June  that  regulations  are  being  drafted  to 
put  dollars-and-cents  ceilings  on  veal, 'pork,  lamb, 'and  "sausage  "as  speedily 
as  possible,"    Veal  was  apparently  due  to  receive  attention  first.  Specific 
proposals  on  wholesale  price  ceilings  for  veal  had  been  prepared  and  those 
in  retail  veal  ceiling  were  in  process. 

v. 

During  July,  any  issuance  of  dolla.rs-and-cents  ceilings  would  be 
■  subject  to  the  measure  extending  the  Defense  Production  Act,  vrtiich  permits 
no  reduction  in  ceiling  prices. 

On  June  26,  the  OPS  fixed  the  ceilings  on  spring  'lamb  at  the  same 
ceiling  price  as  had  been  in  effect  on  winter  lamb.  The  lamb  ceiling  is 
determined  by  each  dealer's  prices  between  Decem.ber  19  and  January  26. 

IW  OR  REVISED  SERIES 

Tables  8,  9,  and  10  present  revised  data  on  comm.ercial  slaughter  and 
tneot  production  for  1950.  They  correct  tables  published  in  the  statistical 
appendix  to  this  Situation  for  February  1951. 
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Table  8  .-  Livestock  slan^tered  and  meat  produced  under  Federal  inspection  and  in  other  commercial 

estalDlishments,  United  States,  "by  months  1350 


Cattle 


Calves 


Slau^lhter 

:          Beef  t)2x>daction 

SLaUt^hter 

:          Veal  production 

Month 

\  Jeder- 
^ally  in- 
1 spected 

:  ether 
;^iriK>lesale 
:  and 
:  retail 

:  Total 

com- 
Iraercial 

I  Fede]>- 
|ally  in- 
1  spect  ed 

:  otner 
: whole sale 
:  and 
:  retail 

•  Total 
\  com- 
Imercial 

*  Feder- 
'.ally  in- 
\  spected 

:    Other    :      ,  ^ 
,  T      ,   .  Total 
: whole sale- 

:     and     :  '^""^  , 

:  retail 

\  Fedei^ 
]ally  in- 
."  spected 

:    Other    :  ^  ,  ^ 
: whole  sale:  ° 
:      and     :  , 
:    retail  j'^ercial 

:  1,000 
:  -head 

1,000 

head 

1,000 
head 

liillion 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

1,000 

head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 

hea.d 

Iv.illion 
pounds 

Lillion 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

January 

:    1 ,  VJC. 

1   cn  1 ' 

592 

18S 

780 

337 

802 

50 

37 

87 

February 

'  939 

510 

166 

676 

339 

782 

44 

36 

80 

March 

!  XjUoi; 

5S9 

186 

775 

405 

991 

56 

l« 

96 

April 

526 

l6g 

^4 

Uq4 

,  341 

835 

50 

37 

87 

Uio 

1  i4gfS 
X,  10^ 

5S5 

189 

774 

496 

353 

849 

54 

39 

93 

June 

J-  1  \J\J\J 

571 

182 

753 

4s^ 

330 

815 

57 

97 

July 

1  070 

1  UtU 

J. ,  -r(  T 

570 

184 

754 

443 

32U 

767 

56 

41 

97 

1,18U 

v'- 

1,616 

632 

197 

829 

484 

354 

838 

65 

43 

108 

Sept  ember: 

1,196 

1423 

1,619 

640 

192 

832 

346 

834 

65 

107 

October  . 

1.169 

UI9 

1.5SS 

■  623 

191 

Sl4 

515 

356 

871 

64 

41 

105 

November  ! 

1,151 

M05 

1.556 

611 

183 

794 

505 

339 

844 

5S 

l40 

98 

December  ! 

1,110 

371 

i,ua 

602 

171 

773 

446 

299 

745 

48 

34 

32 

Year  ! 

13,103 

4.798 

17.901 

7.051 

2.197 

9,248 

5,850 

4,123 

9,973 

667 

470 

1,137 

Sheep  and  iambs 

Hogs 

All  meat  production 

:  Slaughter 

Lamb  and  mutt 

on  : 

Slaughter 

Fork  product 

ion 

excluding  lard 

!  Other  \ 

product  ion 

excluding  lard 

:Feder- 

Total 

: other  : 

:Fedei>-  : 

uT;ner  ; Total 

: Other  : 

Fedei-  tUther 

Total 

Uonth 

:  ally 

whole-; 

com- 

Fedei^ 

:  whole- :^otal; 

ally  : 

whole-; 

com- 

Feder- 

: whole- :'^otal 

ally 

: whole- 

com- 

: in- 

.  sale  ; 

mer- 

ally 

:  sale  : 

com-; 

in-  ; 

sale  ; 

mer- 

ally 

:  sale  : 

com- 

in- 

; sale 

mer- 

;spected 

,  and  ; 

cial 

in-     :  and   :  =^ei>:  spected: 

and  ; 

cial 

in- 

: and  : 

mer- 

spected: 

cial 

,  retail ; 

spected;  retail:  cial; 

retail; 

spected;  retail: 

cial 

;  retail 

:  1,OCO 

1,000 

1,000 

I/al. 

Lil.. 

Llil. 

1,000 

i,oaji 

1,000' 

lai. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

!.:ii. 

L'dl. 

Mil. 

:  head 

head 

head 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

head 

head 

head 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

January 

\  1,077 

93 

1.170 

51 

4 

■5  5  „ 

5,s44 

i.177 

7.021 

so4 

150 

954 

1.497 

379 

1,876 

February 

"  S63 

74 

937 

43 

3 

46 

4.191 

1,018 

5,209 

559 

127 

686 

1.156 

332 

1,4S8 

llarch 

939 

81 

1,020 

46 

3 

49 

5,020 

1,049 

6,069 

661 

131 

792 

1.352 

360 

1,712 

April 

:  833 

89 

922 

,  ^ 

4 

44  • 

'  4,316 

910 

5.226 

574 

114 

688 

1.190 

323 

1,513 

iuay 

94l 

93 

1,034 

43 

4 

47 

4,339 

896 

5,235 

593 

112 

705 

1.275 

344 

1,619 

June 

!  1.019 

102 

1,121 

44 

4 

48 

4,154 

a2 

4.966 

605 

105 

710 

1.277 

331 

1,608 

July 

960 

102 

1,062 

41 

5 

46 

3.314 

716 

4,030 

515 

93 

608 

1,182 

323 

1.505 

August 

1,076 

118 

1,194 

47 

5 

52 

3.626 

S16 

4,442 

520 

105 

625 

1,264 

350 

l,6l4 

September 

1.063 

101 

1,164 

47 

4 

51 

4,137 

862 

4,999 

547 

111 

658 

1,299 

349 

1,6^ 

October 

1,0a 

99 

1,180 

47 

4 

51 

5.102 

1,004 

6,106 

665 

132 

797 

1.399 

368 

1,767 

November 

969 

89 

1,058 

43 

4 

47 

6,144 

1.105 

7.249 

S21 

145 

966 

1.533 

372 

1.905 

December 

91 8 

72 

990 

42 

3 

^ 

6,777 

1.175 

7.952 

924 

152 

1,076 

1,616 

360 

1.976 

Year 

11.739 

1.113 

12,852 

534 

47 

581 

56,964  11,540  68, 504  7,788 

1,477 

9,265 

l6,0l40 

4,191 

20,231 

Revises  Table  A-11  of  the  statistical  appendix  to  the  February  1951  issue  of  this  Situation. 
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Table  9  .-  Average  live  weight  of  livestocl:  slapo^tered  londer  Federal  inspection  and  in  all 

comercial  establishments,  by  nonths,  1950 


:  Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  and  lamb< 

Hogs 

lionth 

:  Federally 
:  inspected 

:     Total        :  Federally    :  Total 
:  commercial    :  inspected    :  commercial 

Federally 
inspected 

:     Total       :  Federally 
:  commercial  :  inspected 

:  Total 
:  commercial 

:  iPounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Potmds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

January 

993 

958 

196 

196 

100 

100 

2I47 

February 

1,000 

964 

185 

104 

103 

239 

23k 

Liarch 

995 

960 

170 

173 

103 

102 

23 14 

231 

April 

991 

950 

181 

186 

100 

99 

238 

23U 

liay 

985 

953 

198 

95 

95 

Z'*J 

June 

31k 

9U5 

zee 

a3 

90 

90 

2614 

258 

July 

973 

9142 

djdo 

225 

91 

91 

278 

Soy 

August  ! 

97U 

9U3 

232 

93 

93 

259 

252 

September 

983 

9^ 

2ia 

231 

93 

93 

233 

230 

October 

988 

951+ 

225 

as 

93 

93 

230 

228 

Kovember 

998 

963 

21U 

ZLk 

95 

9U 

237 

235 

December  ; 

1,017 

983 

200 

202 

37 

96 

2U5 

2l4L 

Year  - 

989 

956 

20S 

206 

96 

95 

21414 

2l« 

Revises  table  A-12  of  the  statistical  appendix  to  the  February  1951  issue  of  this  Situation, 

Table 

-  Heat  and  lard  produced  per  head  of  livestock  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection 
and  in  aU  comnercial  establishments,  by  months,  I95O 

Beef 

Veal 

Lamb  and  mutton  : 

Fori: 

Lard 

Uonth 

Fedeially  :    Total      :  Federally 
inspected  :ccinnercial:  inspected 

i  Total 
: comnercial 

Federally 
inspected 

Total  : 
commercial ! 

Federally  :    Total     :  Federally: 
inspected  : commercial:  inspected: 

Total 
conmercial 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

PoTnids 

Po^onds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

January 

539.3 

515.2 

109.1 

108.  U 

U7.8 

47.0 

137.9 

135.9 

37.0 

3I4.8 

February 

.  51^6.0 

5a. 1 

100.9 

102.  U 

I49.3 

149.1 

133.7 

131.7 

35.2 

33.0 

liarch 

.  5^7.3 

521.9 

95.5 

96.9 

ie.i 

I48.O 

132.8 

130.5 

33.5 

32.3 

April 

;  551.0 

52U.6 

101.9 

IOI+.3 

1+8.1 

^7.7 

133.3 

131.6 

35.1 

33.3 

Llay 

5^.6 

521.0 

108. 5 

109.5 

146.1 

^.5 

137.0 

134. 7 

36.0 

34.2 

June 

538.9 

5l'+.7 

117.3 

119.0 

1+3. 0 

1|2.S 

1146.0 

1I43.0 

39.5 

37.5 

July 

!  535.^ 

511.5 

126.7 

126.5 

^3.5 

1*5.3 

155.8 

150.9 

140.14 

38.0 

August 

536.0 

513.2 

13^.5 

128.8 

UU.l 

143.6 

IU3.6 

1I40.7 

37.5 

35.1 

September 

1  537.5 

513.9 

133.3 

128.3 

Ui4.2 

143.8 

132.6 

131.6 

31.8 

30. 14 

October 

'  535.3 

512.7 

12i^.3 

120.5 

144.1 

143. 2 

130.7 

130.5 

31.8 

30.5 

November 

;  533.7 

510.2 

117.0 

116.2 

UI+.9 

Ul+.U 

133.9 

133.3 

32.8 

31.3 

December 

!  5^.1 

522.1 

109.  u 

110.1 

I45.2 

136.6 

135.3 

33.^ 

Year 

:  5iJ0.8 

516.6 

11U.7 

llU.O 

1^.7 

I45.2 

137.0 

135.2 

35.H 

33.5 

Eevises  table  Ar-13  of  the  statistical  appendix  to  the  Pebruaiy  I95I  issue  of  this  Situation. 
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Selected  Price  Statistics  for  Meat  Animals  l/ 


Item 


IMit 


Cattle  and  calves  s 

Beef  steers,  slaughter  2/  :Dollars  per 

Chicago,  Prime  :100  pounds 

Choice   •  

Good  •  ! 

Commercial  

Utility  » 

All  grades   

Omaha,  all  grades  : 

Sioux  City,  all  grades   

Cows,  Chicago  zj 

Commercial  •  

Utility  ,  : 

Canner  and  Cutter   : 

Vealers,  C-ood  and  Choice,  Chicago   : 

Stooker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  : 

Price  received  by  farmers  : 

Beef  cattle  t 

Veal  calves  •  >  : 

t 

Hogs  s 
Barrows  and  gilts  t 
Chicego  t 

160-.180  pounds  

180-200  pounds  

200-220  pounds   

220-240  pounds  

240-270  pounds   

270-300  pounds   

All  weights  

Seven  markets  zJ  

Sows,  Chicago  ,  

Prios  received  by  famers  

Hog-corn  price  ratio  4^/ 

Chicago,  baiTOWE  and  gilts   


L950 


1951 


1950 
l'^7 


Atjril 


1951 


May 


June 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 


33.20 
27.90 

I 25.02 

22.31 
26.68 
25.29 
25,43 

19.90 
17.35 
14.96 
30.26 
25.07 

21.28 
24.34 


39.35 
36.17 
33.47 
31.30 
28.92 
35.25 
34,06 
34.06 

27.42 
25.11 
21.50 
37.54 
34.27 

29,08 

32.94 


31,34 
29.19 

^^27.10 

24.44 
29.02 
27.64 
27.99 

22.43 
19,41 
16,35 

30.58 
27.19 

23.10 
25.60 


40.16 
36,93 
34.49 
32.73 
30.74 
35.95 
34.76 
34.79 

28.32 
26.35 
22.55 
39.30 
35.64 

30.20 
33,90 


38.73 
36,52 
34.03 
31,32 
28,06 
35,71 
34,17 
34,21 

28.91 
25,83 
21.53 
37.66 
34,29 

29.50  29,50 
33,20  33.40 


Sheep  and  lambs 
Sheep 

Slaughter  e^'es.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago 

Price  received  by  farmers  

Lambs 


Feeding,  Gof^d  and  Choice,  Omaha 
Price  received  by  farmers  ...... 


do. 

x  16.93 

21,11 

18.36 

33,75 

20.75 

do.        s  17,29 

21.87 

19,46 

21,36 

21,45 

do,        :  17,35 

21,97 

19,57 

21,56 

21,61 

do. 

17,19 

21.88 

19,54 

21.55 

21,55 

do. 

16,83 

21.57 

19,35 

21.48 

21,38 

do. 

-  16.51 

21.30 

18,94 

21.19 

20,98 

do. 

16.82 

21.30 

18.96 

21.33 

21,27 

do,        1  16,31 

a. 29 

19.01 

21.02 

20.39 

do. 

14.51 

18.91 

16.27 

19.02 

18,80 

do. 

16,34 

20.04 

18.30 

20.50 

20,40 

21.10 

do. 

■  12.3 

12.2 

12.8 

11.9 

12,0 

do. 

•  13,4 

! 

13,0 

13,7 

12.7 

12,4 

13.0 

do. 

r 

12,63 

21,26 

10,96 

22,24 

18,06 

do. 

10.54 

17,35 

11.00 

18.10 

16,90 

16.50 

do. 

25,7? 

37.91 

26.89 

39.17 

36.36 

do. 

5/25,12 

6/33.62 

do. 

23.50 

33.04 

24.70 

34,30 

32.60 

31.70 

All  meat  animals 

Index  number  price  received  by  fanners 
(1910-14-100)   


311 


418 


342 


428 


Meat  : 

Wiolesale,  Chicago  ;Dollars  per 

Steer  beef  carcass,  Choice,  500-600  pounds  2^:100  pounds 

Lamb  carcass.  Good,  30-40  pounds   ;  do. 

Composite  hog  products,  including  lard  : 

72.84  pounds  fresh  :  Dollars 

Average  per  100  pounds  :  do. 

71.32  pounds  fresh  and  cured  :  do. 

Avertge  per  100  pounds  :  do. 

Retail,  United  States  average  :  Cents 

Beef,  Good  grade  :  per  pound 

Lamb  ,  :  do. 

Pork,  including  lard  <  t  do. 

Index  number  meat  prices  (BL3)  : 
TJholesale  (19?.6»100)   

Retail  (1935-?9=iq0 )  ;  

\J  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation,  February  1951 
Zj  Grade  names  as  used  beginning  January  1951, 

3^/  ChioRgOj  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y. ,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S,  St,  Joseph,  and  S,  St.  Paul, 
^  Number  bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
5/  Average  of  prices  for  January,  February  and  March, 
6/  Price  for  January  only, 

ij  Price  of  45-50  pounds  in  each  nonth  except  January, 
%J  Index  of  retail  meat  prices,  new  weights. 


43,76 
7/49,90 

18,44 
25,32 
21,48 
30,12 

58,4 
66,4 
37,0 

217.4 
225.0 


55.91 
55.79 

23,49 
32,25 
26,39 
37.00 

34.5 
75.1 
45.0 

272.1 

270.7 


46.73 
7/53.37 

20.44 
28.06 
23.39 
32.30 

72.2 
70.7 
39,3 

254,0 
233.4 


56.51 
55.62 

22.74 
31,22 
25,91 
36,33 

85.4 
76.0 
45.1 

274.1 
272,5 


418 


55.84 
58.00 

23.91 
32.83 
26.35 
36.81 

84.5 
77.5 

45,1 

275,3 
272.4 


422 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meats  \J 


Item 


Obit 


January-May 


1950 


1951 


1950 
May- 


April 


1951 


May 


June 


Meat  animal  marketings 

Index  number  (1935-39*100) 


Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 
8  Com  Belt  States 


Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection 
Number  slaughtered 


3alves 
Sheep  t 
Hogs  .. 


Average  live  weight  per  head 


Hogs   

Average  production 


Veal,  per  head 
Lamb  and  mutt or 


Lard,  per  head   

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight 
Total  production 


Veal 


Pork  2/ 
Lard  ... 


Total  commercial  slaughter  _3/ 
Number  slaughtered 


Hogs  

Total  production 

Beef  

Veal   


Urd 


Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month  : 

Beef  :  do. 

Veal   do. 

Lamb  and  mutton  :  do. 

Pork  do. 

Total  meat  and  meat  products  4/  ;  do. 
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1950. 

Excludes  lard. 

3/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  v/holesale  and  retail. 
"XJ  Includes  stocks  of  sausage  and  sausage  room  products 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 


canned  meats  and  canned  meat 


roducts,  eind  edible 
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